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about how far this will go on, what we can at least say is this.
The effect of scientific discovery during the past two centuries
has been mainly to increase the potential of local self-sufficiency
consistent with the satisfaction of fundamental human needs. One
result is that we can now entertain the possibility of a less cen-
tralized, and therefore less bureaucratic and less congested, type
of world organization as a goal for rationally guided effort. The
warmongers of Central Europe and elsewhere know too well
that free trade is no longer part of the ideological temper of the
age in which we live, andrthat the appeal for national self-
sufficiency canalizes discontent with the dreary futilities of plan-
less mechanization in congested modern communities. It is there-
fore a tragic fact that those who have the will to peace too often
resist propaganda for promoting a greater measure of local self-
sufficiency with arguments which antedate the synthetic manu-
facture of nitrate fertilizers.

Of itself the appeal for local self-sufficiency is neither good nor
bad. In Fascist States social policy is dominated by the death wish,
and self-sufficiency is advocated as a means of warmaking without
regard for the social welfare of the citizen. Where social policy
becomes alert to the new powers and inventions available for
human well-being, the satisfaction of basic human needs will take
precedence over the multiplication of useless commodities to
distract neurotic urban populations, and the merits of more or
less industrial specialization will be examined with proper regard
to the distribution of population in congenial and healthy sur-
roundings. Because the doctrine of free trade was sustained by
the moral conviction that the greatest good of the greatest
number is the same as the greatest number of goods available to the
greatest number of people, its aposdes accepted the urban squalor
of a coal economy as the inevitable price for their own defini-
tion of prosperity. For privacy and serenity of life, the satisfac-
tions of parenthood and the graces of human fellowship in
modest communities they offered mankind the compensation
of the department store and labour-saving flats in flowerless
streets. Fascism is the reaction of outraged human nature